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Dr. Marc Edwards, a Charles P. Lunsford Professor at Virginia Tech, is leading his 
research team and collaborating with local residents to address lead, pathogen and water 
infrastructure issues caused by a failure to implement corrosion control treatment in Flint, 
Michigan. As a senior PhD student in Dr. Edwards research team and on behalf of Flint 
Water Study Team, I want to address the following questions: 
  
• What caused high water lead levels and pathogen growth in Flint drinking water?  
• How did we get involved? 
• How did we collect and analyze more than 12 times the number of water samples 
that city officials collected over a significantly shorter period of time? 
• Who is to blame for this Flint water crisis?  
• What can we do as engineers and scientists to prevent another Flint water crisis in 
the future?  
 
Speaker BIO: Min Tang is currently a PhD candidate in Civil Engineering at Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and State University (Virginia Tech). She received her Bachelor of 
Science degree in Environmental Engineering in 2011 at Sichuan University, China. She 
then pursued graduate study in Environmental Engineering at Virginia Tech and received 
her Master of Science degree in 2013. S he is a recipient of the Sussman Internship 
Scholarship and the Torgersen Research Award at Virginia Tech. Her research interests 
include in-situ remediation of water pipe leaks, corrosion and corrosion control, aquatic 
chemistry, drinking water regulation and compliance, and water/wastewater treatment. 
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